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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-75 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsuchino (US Patent 5,055,681) in view of Hintz et al (EP 0,574,020). 

Tsuchino discloses a method for forming a radiographic image storage panel. 
This method involves employing various phosphors in the image storage panel (see col. 
5, lines 20 through col. 6, line 54). The manufacturing technique may comprise: 
vacuum evaporation (see col. 7, lines 13-47); sputtering (see col. 7, line 48 through col. 
8, line 15); chemical vapor deposition (see col. 8, lines 16-22); spraying (see col. 8, 
lines 23-26); and baking (see col. 8, lines 27-32). 

However, Tsuchino does not disclose the two cylindrical carrier rollers as claimed 
by the applicant. Regarding this difference, the applicant is directed to the reference of 
Hintz. 

Hintz discloses a method of making a tape substrate. As shown in Fig. 3, the 
system comprises tape transfer means or carrier rollers 62 which guide substrate 36 
through coating system 52 in the manner claimed by the applicant (see col. 5, line 14 
through col. 6, line 16). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ 
carrier rollers, as taught by Hintz, in the method of Tsuchino in order to facilitate 
handling of the materials. In addition, without the disclosure of unexpected results, it is 
the examiner's position that the specific materials as wells as the cutting and 
delaminating are well known and conventional in the art and would have been obvious 
to employ in the method of Tsuchino in view of Hintz as described above as a matter of 
design choice based on desired physical properties of the articles being manufactured. 

References 

3. Reference A is cited as prior art of interest. 

Telephone/Fax 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sells whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1237. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 9:30 AM and 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached at (571) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 
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